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Abstract

Your paper should begin with a brief summary of the work, an abstract. This particular paper demonstrates the proper format for your research papers.  This includes file formatting information and citation information.

1. Introduction

Microsoft Word is the preferred file format for this paper. If you like another word processor or file format let me know, and we will try to work something out. Your paper should be in a style very similar to this one. The rest of this paper describes the style.

2. Sections

Your paper should be divided into several sections. The introduction section should give a description of the problem or data you are visualizing. If the background information requires a good deal of description, you should include a background section. You should include sections describing the design of your visualization as well a description of the visualization itself. You should end with a conclusion.
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2.1 Subsections

You may also have subsections and sub-subsections etc. Subsections should be formatted according to the specifications given in Section 3.

3. Formatting

3.1 Page Format

The page should have 1-inch margins on all four sides and should be divided into two columns. Each column’s text should be fully justified. The title and author information should span both columns. If there is more that one author the information should be side by side (in two columns).
The bottom margin may be ragged so you do not leave a section heading alone at the bottom of the column. Take advantage of the column break feature you can use by selecting “Break…” from the “Insert” menu.

Text should be single spaced with an extra space between paragraphs.  You should use the fonts shown in Table 1. The font families “times” can be replaced by any variable width font, such as “Times New Roman,” shown here. Similarly any fixed width font can be substituted for courier.

3.2 Section Format

Sections should be numbered starting a 1. Subsections should be indicated by a section number followed by a period and the subsection number.  Section headings of any kind should have blank line both above and below them. 

3.3 Abstract Format

The abstract should begin with the word “Abstract” centered in the column. The abstract itself should have slightly larger margins within the column then the actual text.

[image: image2.wmf]Figure 

1

. Figures can either span both columns, if they are large, or be contained within a single column as 

in 

Table

 1. This figure shows a simple visualization pipeline.

 

Mapper

 

Filter

 

Source

 

Actor

 

3.4 Reference Format

There should be a reference section that cites any outside material you used for this project.  This includes the text[1] and a reference to your data set. The format for individual reference will depend on your reference material. References should be listed alphabetically by author and cited using a number surrounded by square brackets.

The section itself should begin with the word “References” centered within the columns.

4 Figures

Using figures in an MS Word document is a fight, to say the least. They will tend to place themselves where the program believes they go best. The program is almost always wrong. Do your best here, don’t drive yourself up a wall. 

Your figures and tables should either be contained in a single column like Table 1 or span both columns like Figure 1.  Tables and figures should be numbered consecutively from the beginning of the paper.

5 Conclusion

Some formatting is tricky in MS Word. You will probably find it easiest to write your entire paper and then format it. Unfortunately little edits within your paper can make big ugly changes in the format, so beware. Get your paper reading the way you would like before forcing the style upon it.
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